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Dogs With Jobs Educational Assessment Report Letter
This letter is written in support of Dogs With Jobs, an engaging educational television program
that highlights individual dogs from around the world and the jobs they perform. The family-friendly
series features service dogs, search and rescue dogs, police dogs, herding dogs, and others. Program
segments provide footage of dogs on the job, and also include stories of their rescue, training, and
relationships with their owners and handlers. The thirty minute program, designed for viewers ages 13 to
16 provides viewers with informative content using age- appropriate language, images, and stories. As a
seasoned educator of over seventeen years working within K-12 schools and also within academia as a
professor of education, teacher educator and curriculum content and instruction reviewer, I can
attest that Dogs With Jobs program content not only meets but exceeds Federal Communications
Commission standards for quality educational television programming for children and youth audiences.
Within each thirty minute episode, tlu·ee vignettes on various dogs and the jobs they perform are
introduced to the viewer. The viewer meets the dogs, and learn about the origins of the dog breed, the
persons that work alongside the dogs, and the trainings and activities that the dogs receive. The
narrator's upbeat, engaging tone, along with the background instrumental music and sounds, the images
and the personal stories of human and animal connection, enables the viewer to learn new information in
a very entertaining fashion. This type of content delivery appeals to-a diverse set of learners,
specifically, auditory, visual, and intrapersonal learners, and connects directly to their cognitive
processing and understanding. When content is presented using a variety of instructional methods, and
connects directly to the student's learning styles, the level of knowledge comprehension and retention is
greater for the learner 1•
In addition, age-appropriate vocabulary is used tlu-oughout the episodes, and young viewers are
given the opportunity to engage in new explorative learning. When new vocabulary is introduced, clear
and concise explanations as well as context clues that help the viewer with word meaning-making are
presented. For example, within the segment on Pie, a champion Bikejoring dog, the narrator provides an
explanation of the word "Bikejoring" detailing the Norwegian origins of the word, which means to
"travel or ride". This method of presenting new vocabulary provides the viewer with new learning
tlu·ough an authentic, exploratory and self-directed process.
1 Gardner, Howard. Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences. New York: Basic
Books.20 I I.
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